               COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF THE VIRTUAL STAKEHOLDERS MEETING WITH ACCREDITED CONSULTANTS ON FRIDAY 15TH JULY 2022.
1.0	PREAMBLE
1.1	A consultative meeting was organized for the Environmental Consultants in Ogun State – thus in attendance were the Special Adviser to the Governor on Environment (who serves as the chairman and moderator), the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry, Senior Special Adviser on Environment, Hon. Farouq Akintunde and directors from Ogun State Environmental Protection Agency (OGEPA), Ogun State Waste Management Authority (OGWAMA) and Ministry of Environment. Also present are the engaged Environment Consultants in the State.
1.2	The meeting was attended by 32 participants.
1.3	The focus of the meeting was to relay the expectations of the Agency based on her operations to the Environmental Consultants and also obtain feedback from the Consultants.
1.4	SA on Environment highlighted the reasons for having an Environmental Consultants in the `	system and also the statutory functions of the Agency to the attendees.
2.0	OBSERVATIONS/INFORMATION
2.1	It was mentioned that the Agency has launched a website which is now very functional.
2.2	Electronic submission of quarterly reports is expected to commence by 1st September, 2022 while hardcopy of EIA or EAR be submitted to the Office of the Permanent Secretary.
2.3	Any consultant consulting for any recalcitrating facility will be sanctioned alongside the facility.
2.4	Any consultant that perform his/her duty diligently with high level of competency will be duly rewarded
2.5	A new standard of operation has been designed for EAR review; it will no longer take place at the facility but at the Agency, modus operandi for the audit will be uploaded on the website for accessibility.
2.6	Industries were encouraged to have hazardous waste bay and also obtain chemical storage permit for hazardous and non-hazardous chemical.
2.7	No facility should allow vendors to evacuate their hazardous waste without letter of accreditation from the Agency.
2.8	Consultants were advised to pay close attention on the operation of Effluent Treatment Plant of the facility and always discourage effluent discharge by pass.
2.9	Consultants’ proactiveness is very key to achieving the vision of the Agency.
2.10	A notification in form of Need-to-know (NTK) report is required from the Consultants on the recalcitrating facility and this will be highly confidential.
2.11	The format of the NTK report will be made simple and available on the Agency’s website for the Consultants to pass vote of no objection.
2.12	Agency will inform the Consultants at anytime the Hazardous waste education is being organized for the facility.
2.13	Agency will ensure that no consultant is disengaged arbitrarily by the facility.
2.14	Sanction will be corrective and not punitive.
2.15	NESREA office will soon be opened at the premises of Ogun State Waste Management Authority.
2.16	Contravention of the National and State laws by any facility will attract fine accordingly.
2.17	Controllers at Federal Ministry of Environment and Director General of National Environmental Standard Regulatory Enforcement Agency (NESREA) will be in attendance at the next meeting for necessary clarifications and the date will be communicated to everyone.
3.0	RECOMMENDATIONS
3.1	A communiqué should be made available at the end of the meeting.
3.2	Guideline for the EAR should be spelt out.
3.3	Agency should strengthen its enforcement team to fish out the erring facility.
3.4	Ogun State Government should consider downward review of the cost of accreditation.
3.5	Sanctioning engaged Consultants alongside the company should be upheld as others can imbibe the ideology.
3.6	Proper investigation is advised to be carried out before sanctioning a consultant.
3.7	The Ministry and her sister Agency should work collaboratively to achieve sustainable environment in the State.
4.0	CONCLUSION
4.1	The meeting has no doubt lived up to the expectations of participants especially the Consultants as it has availed them the opportunity to be more informed about the modus operandi of different departments in the Agency.
4.2	The justification of the resources committed into the meeting will be best appreciated when the knowledge /information is transformed into improved performance and effective service delivery.
 
